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WHY 1 AM A SOCIALIST
By
NORMAN THOMAS

His little pamphlet is neither a confession, a true story, nor

an autobiography. There is no reason why I am a Socialist
which does not apply with equal force to other men and women.
I am a Socialist because I believe that in Socialism, in this day and
generation lies our best, indeed our only hope of plenty, peace and
freedom. Or to put the matter negatively, I am a Socialist because I
believe that in Socialism lies our only escape from a long cycle of
poverty, dictatorship and war.

Even today this statement which, in the light of events since
1914, seems to me obvious will doubtless seem to most of you to
require proof. When I was first asked to write an article under this
title by a college magazine, it was generally felt that for an Amer-
ican, with reasonable luck in respect to health, a job, and an edu-
cation, to be a Socialist was a peculiarity which required special
explanation. For that, you see, was in the gilt and tinsel days of the
’20s, when the first and last commandment for thousands of Amer-
icans was “Don’t sell America short,” and any man with a spare
five dollars was supposedly able to make a killing on Wall Street.

Those days are gone forever. One of the striking facts about our
present improvement in business conditions (this is written early
in 1936) is the widespread recognition, even by its beneficiaries, that
“recovery’’ is insecure and impermanent.

Despite the present belief of our Tories that a return to the
Coolidge epoch is possible and would be Paradise for them, not only
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