
















































































































































































































































































BRA HMA ( MOK�A) KAl�H;>A 





































































































































































III.l5.8 1035 

CHAPTER FIFTEEN 

Incarnations of ViJQU 

The lord said : 
1. Lord Hari, the primeval being, thought of incarnat­

ing himself. He appeared as Vigm, the repository of all 
virtuous deeds. 

2. Lord Vigm, the germ of all creation, incarnated as 
Vasudeva. He entered the womb of Maya and created Vayu. 

3. He entered the womb of Jaya and was born as 
Samkar�al).a1 (Balarama). 

4. The lord was born as Pradyumna. He created Saras­
vati, Bharati and the Goddess (Durga). 

5. He created Mahat (in subtle form) with sixteen 
digits accompanied by ego. I shall now tell you the sixteen 
digits. 

6-7. They are : Five primary elements (mahiibhutas),2 
five organs of actions ( karmendriyas )3 and five organs of know­
ledge (jiianendriyas )4 and one mind.5 

Thereafter was born Aniruddha. The omnipotent lord 
gathered Souls and created Gods Brahma and others and 
invested them with the gross body. 0 lord of birds, then the 
primeval Puru�a Vi�I).U was born as Sanat Kumata.6 

8. The lord then became Sanandana and in that form 
he practised celibacy and subdued the ten organs of senses, a 

l. Samkarimza, Balabhadra, Rama. He was the elder brother of 
Sri Kr�z;�a and the eighth incarnation of Mahavi�z;�u. 

2. Five gross elements : earth, water, fire, wind and ether. 
3. Karmendriyas : Organs of activity, viz., (I) anus, (2) phallus 

( 3) hands, ( 4) feet, ( 5) Speech. 
4. Jiianendriyas or buddhindriyas : (1) ears, (2) skin, (3) eyes, 

( 4) tongue and (5) nose. 
5. Some regard manas as the eleventh indriya (manas tvekiidasam 

smrtanz) . 
6. Sanat Kumdra-a!so known as Sanat Sujiita. He is one of the four 

Sanakadis, the other three being Sanaka, Sanandana and Sanlitana. 

The Sanakadis were the mental sons of Brahma who as infants were 

asked to create subjects. But they being the incarnations of Sattva (purity) 

were not prepared to undertake creation. They remained celibates for ever. 





















































































































III .25 32-33 1 093 

2 1 .  Please take off my learning, progeny, wealth and pride. 
Grant me devotion for your lotus-feet. Take off my jealousy 
and intol erance for the noble devotees of Vi�I}.U. 0 lord of 
Ve:rikata grant me protection. 

22. 0 primeval cause of the universe, grant me that 
mantra which may enable me to meet you again. I ask for 
nothing more than my contact with your lotus-feet. Please 
grant me this all if you are so pleased with me. "  

2 3 .  Thus spoken to b y  her, Srinivasa was extremely pleas­
·ed. Emitting nectar fr om his mouth he spoke to her. 

"0 maid, I give you the most secret mantra which you 
should keep repeating with devoti'on. 

24-25. I tell you this mantra out of affection for you. 
Please listen to the mantra with devotion, as I disclose it to 
you ; Om VyankateJaya nama!z Om. 

26. 0 maid, by this mantra you will achieve the object 
·of your desire." Having addressed the maid thus, the lord 
appeared before her in a symbolic form. 

27.  The girl bowed to the lord and stayed in the vicinity 
of the lake named Sviimisaras. On that very day she propitiated 
the BrahmaJ.las and other castes with the cooked 'food of 

ingredients. 
28-29. In the evening she paid homage to the idol and 

other symbols of the lord. She circumambulated the image and 
danced without reservation, proclaiming victory of the lord. 
During this performance, she set her eyes on the image of the 
lord and danced over and over again. 

30. "To day, my body is purified, my eyes have borne 
fruit, my feet have gained purpose, since I have circumambulat­
ed you, my lord. 

3 1 .  My hands have attained the fruits of their existence 
since they have clapped to glorify the lord ."  Thus she pleased 
the lord by these utterances which were full of praises for the 
lord. 

32-33 . The gods sounded drums, played on instruments 
and scattered flowers on her head. They danced around her, 
together with their consorts, clapped hands and paid homage. 

































































1 1 .28. 146 1 1 25 

together with the devotees. You wandered when you had the 
faci lity of a settled life at home. 

I 38 . When after death the emissaries of Yam a tied you 
with the noose and beat you on the way to Yama, where did 
goddess Cafila fly away. 0 stupid one, take shelter at the feet 
of lord Vi�I).u. 

139. When your son was suffering from fever you wor­
shipped Brahmadeva at home with incense, earthern lamps, 
flowers and tasty dishes. You accepted Brahmadeva as your 
family deity. 

140. And when after death the emissaries of Yama tied 
you with a noose and 
Brahmadeva run away. 
lord Vi�I).U. 

beat you with the cane, where did 
0 silly one, take shelter at the feet  of 

1 4 1 . You worshipped Brhati for obtaining offspring and 
kept the fruit of Brhati hanging around your neck. You wandered 
when you had the facility of a settled life at home. 

142. When after death, the emissaries of Yama tied you 
with the noose and pricked you with the thorns of Brhati, 0 
ignorant one, then where did Brhati run away. Tell me that. 

143. 0 ignorant one, take shelter at the feet of supreme 
lord Narayal).a, one who takes you across all sufferings. Do not 
worship the minor deities and do not hear their wasteful tales. 

144. Put all minor deities together in a tiny basket and 
throw them off at a distant place. Put aside those customs of 
your family that are likely to occasion your fall into terrible 
hells. 

145.  0 ignorant one, purge your soul by reciting the 
eight mantras (of purification ) at this holy sight. Cast off all 
emblems of stupidity that have entered your heart and adorn 
your self with the emblems of lord Vi�I).U. 

146 .  You are ignorant from the very beginning ( and 
have remained as such to this very day ) .  Listen to the tale of 
Vi�I).U . You have wasted your  l ife being Jed by vicious ideas. 
You should know that the association with the pious devotees 
of lord Vi�I).U is difficult to achieve. Rarer is the knowledge of 
Reali ty-straight and simple. 

















II1 .29 .70 1 1 33 

Kapila, an incarnation of Hari. When he circumambulates 
Hari pervading Garu<;l.a he should remember Hari with 
concentration. 

67. When he bows to Vi�Qu , the lord of lords , he should 
remember Vi�QU pervading Se�a. When he is in council with his 
ministers he should remember Narasimha Nfm'iyaQa. 

68-69. When an undertaking is accomplished he should 
remember lord Vasudeva Hari . When he has accomplished 
activities as are endearing to lord Pu�kara, he secures the 
affection of Hari. 

70. Therefore, 0 lord of birds, he who hears with faith 
this incomparable narrative of Pu�kara, in all its details, is. 
attracted to Dharma which creates devotion for the lord. 
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Sapta-dhiinya--seven varieties of grain. 
Sapta-sindhus-seven oceans : those of salt, sugarcane juice, 

wine, ghee, curd, milk and water. 
�atkau sika-Six constituents of the body, viz, marrow, bones,. 

semen, flesh, hair and blood.  
Siddha-yoga-s-auspicious conjunctions ofstars conducive to the 

fulfilment of tasks undertaken by the sadhaka. 
Skandha-viiha-persons who carry the corpse to the cemetery. 
Smrti - tradition as recorded in the Dharmasiistras. 
Sminam-Obligatory ( Nitya )  bath is taken thrice a day in the 

morning, at noon and at sunset at the beginning of Sandhya 
prayers. Naimittika bath is taken to wipe off impurity 
accruing from certain causes . 

So�Janada-It rises near the source of  the Narmada river and 
flows into the Ganges above Patna. I t  was called Hiral)ya­
bahu or Hiral)ya-viiha ,  equivalent to the Greek Erannaboas. 

Sraddha-The offering given to Pitrs . According to the Puriil}.as 
the ceremony is very important. Here the word pitrs does 
not mean ' the  souls of the dead' . Pitrs belong to a special 
c lass .  

Srivatsa-Once the sage Bhrgu kicked Vi�l)u on the chest, for 
the latter had not shown respect due to a sage . Vi�l)u 
carries Bhrgu's footprint permanently on his chest as a 
mark of repentance and this footprint is known by the 
name Srivatsa . 

Sruti-tradition as recorded in the Vedas . 
Sthal)c;iila-a piece of ground levelled, squared and prepared 

for a sacrifice . 
Si"mya-liitga-a phall ic image of lord Siva at a solitary place. 
Siltaka-impurity to relatives accruing from the birth of a child 

in the family or the death of a related person . The 
number of days varies according to the cas te . 

Suvarl)a-niiga-a golden image of a serpent to be gifted to a 
Brahmin . 

Svadhiikara- thc oulat ion of food offered to the  manes by 
exclaiming the word svadha . 

Svana-sabda-barking of a dog, In fact, the devotees of Siva 
imitate the voice of the goat and not that of the dog. 














































