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save a local emergency shelter, and they
have also initiated a worship program at
Brattleboro Retreat, a mental hospital.

Panorama City, Calif.

A few years ago, Panorama City
Church of the Brethren was unknowingly
nurturing a new Brethren church. When a
congregation of Korean Christians needed
a place to worship, Panorama City saw
the need and let the Koreans use their
church. Now, Pastor Dan Kim and 34
members are the Valley Korean Church of
the Brethren. The process was aided by
Howard Yu, a deacon in the McFarland
church, who explained Brethren traditions
and beliefs to Pastor Kim in Korean.

Rio Prieto, P.R.

Once the mountainous, agricultural area
n Puerto Rico was a preaching point for
Brethren ministers working out of the
Castaiier Iglesia de los Hermanos (Church
of the Brethren). Now, 25 years later, Rio
Prieto is a functioning Brethren fellowship
ocated on a scenic mountaintop. David
Rittenhouse, former pastor at Castafier
and moderator at Rio Prieto, says about
l0 people gather every Sunday at the lofty
hapel to hold services with “normal Latin
nthusiasm.”

Vega Baja, P.R.
Jaime Rivera is
not a man who
wastes time. Pas-
tor of Iglesia de
los Hermanos
Cristo el Seiior
(Christ the Lord
Church of the
Brethren) in Vega
Baja, he already
has plans for the
new fellowship’s
unbuilt church
building: He plans
to start a school.
The neighborhood
where he lives is
full of young fam-
ilies with elemen-
tary-age children,
but the school
there is over-
crowded. Shenan-
doah District is
funding the con-
struction of the
new building, and
Jaime hopes to
have some classes
started by fall. (]
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Left: The Lampeter church’s modern facil-
ity occupies a spacious tract of land south
of Lancaster, Pa. Below: Jorge Toledo, a
lay preacher in the Vega Baja group in
Puerto Rico, speaks at the dedication of the
church’s new site.
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